The UK Chemotherapy Board Meeting
Meeting Date and
Time
Meeting Chair

1.

Thursday 3rd February 2022
2-4pm
Pinkie Chambers and
Netty Cracknell

Meeting Location

Zoom Meeting

Minutes

Meegan Adkins

Welcome, apologies and declaration of conflicts of interest

Chair

Attendance:
Pinkie Chambers (PC) (Chair)
Netty Cracknell (NC)
Catherine Oakley (CO)
David Hobin (DH)
Edna Young (EY)
John Ashcroft (JA)
Anne Rigg (AR)
Janine Mansi (JM)
Roshan Agarwal (RA)
Jordan Cook (JC)
Danya Abdulwahid (DA)
Alia Nizam (AN)
Lisa Barrott (LB)
Pippa Corrie (PC)
Emma Kipps (EK)
Nicky Thorp (NT)
Ruth Board (RB)

British Oncology Pharmacy Association (BOPA)
British Oncology Pharmacy Association (BOPA)
UK Oncology Nursing Society (UKONS)
The Royal College of Paediatrics and Child Health (RCPCH)
Lay Representative
The Royal College of Pathologists (RCPath)
Chair, Chemotherapy Clinical Reference Group
Royal College of Physicians / Association of Cancer Physicians (RCP / ACP)
Royal College of Physicians / Association of Cancer Physicians (RCP / ACP)
The Royal College of Pathologists (RCPath)
The Royal College of Radiologists (RCR)
Lead Pharmacist, Consent Forms
UK Oncology Nursing Society (UKONS)
Cancer Clinical Specialty Lead, National Institute for Health Research
SACT Lead
The Royal College of Radiologists (RCR)
Royal College of Physicians / Association of Cancer Physicians (RCP / ACP)

Apologies/Not in attendance:
Paula Scullin (PC)
Martine Bomb (MB)
Nick Reed (NR)
Hannah Tharmakingham (HT)
Catherine Bale (CB)

Northern Ireland
PHE SACT Dataset Team Representative
Scotland
The Royal College of Radiologists (RCR)
Wales

The Chair welcomed all to the meetings and Board members introduced themselves. Roshan Agarwal would be taking over
as a representative from the ACP; Janine Mansi would continue to attend meetings as Clinical Lead for Consent Forms.
There were no declarations of conflicts of interest.
Apologies for absences were as listed above.
2.

Minutes of the previous meeting held on 16 September 2021
•

Chair

Unconfirmed minutes for approval (Public same as Full)

Details of which organization each attendee was representing to be added to Item 1 and full names to be used throughout
the document. The minutes were approved as a correct record of the meeting subject to the above amendments.
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3.

Review of Actions
1) Children’s Cancer and
Leukemia Group (CCLG)
Membership
2) Fluorouracil (5-FU)
3) Acute Oncology Website

4.

Chair
Netty Cracknell confirmed that the CCLG would remain a co-opted member of the
Board but would not need to provide the Chair and Secretariat. This had been
reflected in the Terms of Reference and updated on the website. CLOSED.
Janine Mansi noted that a report was being prepared and would be presented at a
future meeting. Dose-Dense Chemotherapy would be included. OPEN.
Catherine Oakley confirmed that the neutropenic guidance had been reviewed and
was published on the Acute Oncology Website. CLOSED.

Matters Arising

Chair

•

Board Status
Pinkie Chambers confirmed that the Chair and Secretariat for future meetings would be provided by UKONS.

•

RCR SACT Quality and Safety Advisor – role on the Board
Nicky Thorpe introduced Danya Abdulwahid, SACT Quality and Safety Advisor for the RCR. There hadn't been a
need to formally include this role in membership of the Board before because it was previously held by an existing
member. Danya Abdulwahid explained that holding membership to the UK Chemotherapy Board enabled
collaborative working and provided the RCR with a national perspective on SACT. The Board agreed to add the
role and asked that the RCR decide how to cover this within the existing two representatives. The Chair confirmed
that the RCR could have three named representatives until this decision had been made. Action: Nicky Thorpe to
circulate the Job Description for the SACT Quality and Safety Advisor Role and feedback on who the two named
representatives from the RCR would be.

•

National competency document for prescribers – new project
This related to a previous request for a national competency document to be created for medical and nonmedical prescribers. Ruth Board noted that even though the proposed competencies were no longer aligned to
the new curriculum, the project was still important. The Board agreed with this and proposed advertising for
support in developing the new project through their parent organizations. Action: Netty Cracknell and Ruth
Board to write a description of support needed for the national competency document for prescribers project
to enable members of the Board to advertise for support from within their parent organizations.

Action

Action

5.

Chemotherapy Board Work Streams

Chair

5a.

Chemotherapy consent forms and related documents – update

Alia Nizam

Alia Nizam presented a summary of progress for consent forms. The generic paediatric consent form had been published and
the breast tumour group forms had been updated. Revalidation of all existing forms was ongoing and an update was
provided on the new forms for ALL, Lymphoma, and Sarcoma. A review was going to take place at the next steering group
meeting to decide the appropriate time to restart patient questionnaires. A survey of clinicians was also taking place, to
better understand how the forms were being used but, there had been some issues with poor engagement. SACT Leads in
the group confirmed that they hadn’t seen communications about this and the distribution list may need updating. Action:
Janine Mansi to circulate the Clinical Questionnaire for consent forms to the representatives from the ACP and RCR.

Action

Assurance that the consent forms were linked to the protocolization work was provided. This was via the Tumour Group
Leads, whose role included ensuring that the information contained in the form was current and correct. The Board
proposed possible solutions, including advertising the clinician questionnaire on the webpage when the forms were stored.
The Chair recommended that any changes shouldn’t delay the downloading of forms in any way.
Nicky Thorpe raised that the working group looking at Radiotherapy consent forms were very interested in learning from the
Chemotherapy project, particularly their use of inclusive language. Janine Mansi and Alia Nizam agreed to be linked with the
project team.
5b.

Hepatitis B – update

Sarah Benafif

Pinkie Chambers noted that the update was produced with the support of Sarah Benafif and confirmed that the societies had
approved the position statement. The position statement was not to be viewed as a full comprehensive guideline, which
was in development by the National Hepatology and National Virology groups. The position statement had been reviewed by
these groups and they agreed that the document was succinct and useful in the interim. Anne Rigg noted that NHS England
wanted to develop a patient safety alert based on the statement and that they were exploring a clinical policy that would
prompt a variation in practice. The statement didn’t fit the usual model for commissioning, which is why this route was being
used. Pinkie Chambers asked that Patrick Kennedy also be acknowledged for his role in the development of the statement
and for championing it on behalf of Hepatology. Action: Sarah Benafif to circulate the position statement for Hepatitis B
and ensure that it’s uploaded to the website once ready.
5c.

Intrathecal Chemotherapy Standards – update

Action

Lisa Barrott

Progress was limited and the recent focus had been on ensuring the skill mix of the working group was correct. The first
meeting was delayed in January due to operational pressures in the NHS and an update would be provided at the next
meeting. Anne Rigg noted that issues the group had found with updating the standard had prompted a review of archiving
measures and processes for disestablishing old standards. David Hoblin offered to provide paediatric input if required.
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5d.

National SACT protocols – update

Netty Cracknell

The options appraisal had been published and prompted a lot of feedback showing overall support for the programme. The
appraisal had also generated lots of volunteers wanting to take the project forwards. The Board discussed how to ensure
that funding was secured to enable this. There was an agreement to initially form a small working group to scope the project
and funding options, membership could be widened at a later stage. Learning opportunities were suggested, including from a
similar programme in Australia and the projects to look at consent forms and national intravenous drug guidelines. Action:
Netty Cracknell to initiate a small working group to initially scope the programme for National SACT protocols and
potential funding options. Janine Mansi, Roshan Agarwal and Emma Kipps expressed an interest in joining the group.
The Board noted that Consent Forms, Pathway Algorithms and National SACT Protocols were regarded as an important suite
of work and were key to improving inequalities and treatment variations. Any requests for support needed to consider that
the programme was UK-wide. Action: Netty Cracknell to contact members of the Board to ask for suggestions of funding
options from their networks and parent organizations.
5e.

Standards for Reducing Risks Associated with Electronic Prescribing – update

Action

Action

Netty Cracknell

The standards were awaiting approval from one society and were expected to be published imminently.
5f.

5g.

Steroid prophylaxis for immunotherapy – update

Pinkie Chambers

Anna Olsen Brown had been approached to investigate this project and was keen to take it forwards, an update would be
provided at the next meeting. The Chair asked that the item be renamed ‘Steroid prophylaxis (Immunotherapy)’. Action:
Ruth Board to provide a link to ensure that the steroid prophylaxis project was underway and remained under the Board.

Action

National consensus on validity periods of blood tests and threshold values – update

Pinkie Chambers

A protocol had been set up and would be circulated to the Board once it was ready to be progressed.
5g.

Extravasation – update

Catherine Oakley

The extravasation project was being led by Elaine Tomlinson, RMH Nurse Consultant Two meetings of the group had taken
place and a guideline was being produced with the National Infusion and Vascular Access Society (NIVAS). The aim was to
develop a guideline for both cancer and non-cancer drugs, as the principles were the same. The document would consist of
principles and action cards. There was also an appetite to standardize extravasation classifications across all Trusts, as there
were some discrepancies in reporting. Consistency would be ensured by linking this with the dashboard.
6.

Chemotherapy Workforce – update

Pinkie Chambers

The lead for the Chemotherapy Workforce agenda item would be changed to Nicky Thorpe for future meetings. Lisa Barrott
provided an update. A digitalized version of the UKONS Passport was in development and the group had been asked to
feedback their funding needs from Health Education England (HEE) for 2022/23. The Alliance had requested funding for
practice educator posts in addition to the usual courses. Ruth Board noted that HEE had increased the numbers of Medical
and Clinical Oncology Trainees again for this round of roles starting in August 2022. There may also be an increase in
Haematology. This was an acknowledgement of current Consultant gaps.
7.

Chemotherapy Data – update
Public Health England (PHC) SACT Dataset Report

Martine Bomb

Apologies had been noted from Martine Bomb.
National Institute for Health Research (NIHR) Summary Report

Pippa Corrie

Apologies were noted from Pippa Corrie, who had left the meeting. A summary report was circulated before the meeting and
the group were asked to review this. Pinkie Chambers asked whether the Board were open to disseminating information
about the Associate Principal Investigator (PI) Scheme to their parent organizations. Any eligible schemes could be submitted
and this was also open to non-medical studies.
8.

Items for Report – update
•

Chemotherapy Clinical Reference Group

Anne Rigg

The Group were keen that all providers giving SACT were made aware of and began using the new Macmillan
alert cards. These could be altered to include local information. Action: Anne Rigg to circulate details of the
Macmillan alert cards to the Board members for further dissemination across their organizations.

Action

At the start of the pandemic, COVID-19 interim drugs rapidly came into place. A group were meeting quarterly to
assess and stand down any options that were no longer needed. 18 options were remaining, these would be left
for a year mirroring the recent approach in Scotland. A proactive plan was also in place to safely transition any
remaining options into alternative funding. The group were unlikely to add any new regimens. Signoff for this plan
was expected shortly.
A review of the SACT Database was due to take place, this was carried out every three years and would be led by
Helen Hill of NHS Digital in liaison with NSH England. The SACT data sets would be scrutinized to remove no longer
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relevant data points and, the community would also be allowed to comment on possible useful additions. Health
inequality and extravasation were noted as potentially useful options. The process would begin in April and
engagement was encouraged from all societies. Suggestions for new data points needed to consider how simple it
was to collect and whether it was clinically important. The project was expected to initially take a year and a
further six months to then implement and educate Trusts on the changes.
The RCP Patient Safety Group were looking for examples of work that improved patient safety. Anne Rigg
proposed highlighting and crediting the Board for some of their projects. The Board agreed and the Chair thanked
Anne Rigg for advocating for the Board at conferences and in other meetings.
•

Catherine Oakley

Acute Oncology Sub-Group – NS Pathway
This item was discussed earlier in the meeting as part of the action log review. Pinkie Chambers noted that the
Acute Oncology Group were no longer part of NHS England and proposed that a representative be invited to join
the Board. Lisa Barrott noted that their input, especially on toxicities, would be helpful. Ruth Board agreed but
raised that the content of the meetings may not always be relevant and there was a need for the group to
distinguish themselves from the Board. Action: Catherine Oakley to speak to the Chair of the Acute Oncology
Group about working collaboratively with the Board and creating a process for each side providing
representation to the other when expertise was needed on agenda items.

9.

UP Chemotherapy Board Conference – update

Action

Kirsten Wicke

The Chair introduced Kirsten Wicke as the organizer of the annual Conference. Due to the pandemic, the previous two
conferences had been held virtually. The 2022 Conference would take place at the Pullman London St Pancras on Tuesday
29th November. The Board agreed to start a steering group to begin collating the agenda and speakers. Pinkie Chambers
noted that the steering group usually consisted of one representative from each of the supporting organizations. Action:
Kirsten Wicke to form a steering group for the 2022 Conference. Netty Cracknell, Roshan Agarwal, Lisa Barrott, and Ruth
Board expressed an interest in joining.

Action

Several suggestions for potential speakers were detailed including frailty assessments, prehabilitation for cancer, and an
educational session. Kirsten Wicke agreed to collate ideas for speakers on behalf of the steering group and include feedback
provided by the 2021 Conference steering group. The Board discussed possible challenges with securing sponsors for an inperson event. It was expected to be more attractive than virtual events due to the increased footfall and networking
opportunities. Scoping of this potential risk would be an early priority for the steering group.
10.

Governance

Netty Cracknell

Website Update
The Board was asked to review the activity sheet that was circulated before the meeting. All approved documents would be
uploaded to the website and BOPA would continue to manage this on behalf of the Board.
11.

Any Other Business

Chair

BOPA Chair
The Board thanked Pinkie Chambers and Netty Cracknell on behalf of the Board for chairing and providing the secretariat for
meetings over the past year. The meetings were officially handed over to Lisa Barrott and Catherine Oakley of UKONS.
Public and Private Minutes
The Board agreed to formalize the publishing of full minutes to the website at the next meeting.
12.

Dates of Next Meeting
•
•

Chair

Thursday 9th June 2022: Either 1pm to 4pm – face to face in London or 2pm to 4pm – Virtual
Thursday 13th October 2022: 2pm to 4pm – Virtual
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